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The highest type of institutional education has thus made
gratifying headway in Britain. It is worth while noting, how-
ever, that, statistically at least, America leaves her far behind.
In England and Wales, about one person in a thousand is a
university student; in the United States, about one in two
hundred* California, with a smaller population than Scotland,
has more than three times as many university students. Iowa
with the same population as the south-western counties of
England, has ten times as many university students. Making
all allowance for differences of standards, these are striking
facts. The traveller in the far west finds university graduates,
not only in the professional classes, but also among tradesmen
and cowboys. The average standard of attainment is not, it
cannot be, as high as in the more selective universities of
Western Europe. But only a genuine passion for education can
account entirely for so high a proportion of the population
being willing to devote the necessary time, and to make the
necessary sacrifices, in order to secure it.
Adult schools No review of existing educational institutions
and classes would be complete without a definite reference
to adult education. The principle underlying it
is that education is not a process that ends at school or even at
college, but goes on throughout adult life. It no longer means
supplying the defects of early education. No matter how good
that early education might have been, adult education is still
necessary, the only alternative being mental stagnation. This
broad statement is not, of course, true in the same sense of all
people. A member of one of the learned professions may be
continuously educated by the intelligent practice of his calling
—& statement which could not be made about a factory
"hand." Yet even a doctor or a lawyer may take delight in
continuing his education by means of music or literature, so
that there are no real exceptions. In some departments of
educational activity Englishmen have little cause for pride in

